
The great thing about being gen-
eral internists is that we can

adopt, advocate, or study almost
anything that affects health and
health care. We have been among
the leaders in advocating and ad-
dressing problems not directly
linked to the delivery of medical
care to adults, such as studying and
addressing social determinants of
health, health care reform, gun con-
trol, and climate change. Generalists
are philosophically well suited to
tackle these issues. Many of these
causes are often orphaned by others
as they do not fit into the prevailing
model of specialized care. They are
broad in nature and more often indi-
rectly affect health and heath care
so anyone or no one can be con-
cerned about it. If anyone can do it,
then often no one does. So is the
case for climate change.

On August 21, 2017, many in
the United States witnessed a full
solar eclipse. The event was antici-
pated for some time, with the
media counting down to the last
minute before the eclipse took
place all over the world. In ancient
times, when eclipses were not well
understood, they were met with
dread and superstition by hu-
mankind. Through scientific study
over the centuries, eclipses are
now celebrated with awe and
turned into media events. They
show us the immensity and power
of the universe and the world in
which we live. The thorough under-

Forum includes a report by Dr. Eliza-
beth Gillespie on the convening of a
group of likeminded physicians who
are creating a voice within the med-
ical community to speak out on the
health effects of climate change. In
last month’s Forum, SGIM President
Tom Gallagher, talked about open-
ness for individuals as well as organi-
zations. Tom particularly spoke about
how polices are important in reveal-
ing an organization’s intentions.

The work of the climate science
group can, quite literally, save the
world. The November Forum also in-
troduces our new CEO, Eric Bass,
advocacy guide for federal employ-
ees, and identifying and managing
the care of high-cost, high-need pa-
tients.
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standing and the predictability of an
event like an eclipse is so mundane
as to have become one of the rou-
tine contributions of science.

Since early September, Eastern
Texas, the Caribbean, Florida, and
Puerto Rico have been hit by three
devastatingly powerful hurricanes:
Harvey, Irma, and Maria. Science
and technology helped us track and
prepare the areas where they even-
tually made landfall. As we look at
the devastation of these storms, it’s
important to note that over the last
40 years many in the scientific com-
munity have articulated a strong ar-
gument that humankind, through
rising CO2 concentrations, has had a
profound influence on climate, the
environment, and weather. Yet de-
spite the evidence, there continues
to be skepticism and too few policy
efforts to enact climate change.

A recent report1 by scientists
from 13 federal agencies concluded
that there is likely a link from cli-
mate change to existing weather
patterns, droughts, and the environ-
ment. As of the writing of this col-
umn in September, this report,
released in June 2017, had not been
addressed by the current administra-
tion in Washington, DC. It still re-
mains unclear how the report will
affect any climate change policy.2

Unfortunately, the administra-
tion’s previous approach to science
and the scientific community has
been to question data that might lead
to further regulation. This issue of
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